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TOBACCO CONTROL POLICY - LINKED RESEARCH 
 

Al though smoking -related diseases are among those causing the highest 

disease burdens of the world tobacco control  has not been a pr ior i ty of  

publ ic health in many countr ies. Tobacco control  pol icy needs science-

based evidences to bui ld up publ ic agenda that leads to pol i t ical  agenda 

and consequent pol icy bui lding. These come from wel l  planned tobacco 

control  pol icy-relevant researches. 

 

Approximately US$665 Mil l ion is al located annual ly for global expenditure 

on tobacco control  research, including $500 Mil l ion expended by the US 

government.  Most of  the funds are granted for health sector and 

insignif icant amount is given to the non-health,  e.g. economic, cul tural ,  and 

environmental ,  pol icy- l inked researches. 

 

Developing countr ies are usual ly weak in tobacco control  pol icy, having 

inadequate f inancial  and human resources and almost non-existent pol i t ical  

wi l l .  There is a great need for internat ional support  to have tobacco control  

researches that are valuable to bui ld country-specif ic pol icy and act ions to 

curb tobacco consumption of the people. 

 
SETTING TOBACCO CONTROL RESEARCH PRIORITIES FOR ASIA 
 

The RITC (Research for Internat ional Tobacco Control)  convened in Pattaya, 

Thai land during 11 -  13 November 1998 to ini t iate formulat ion of a sound 

Asian agenda for tobacco control  research. Part icipants were from dif ferent 

countr ies in the region, i .e.  Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Laos, 

Malaysia,  Myanmar, Thai land, and Viet Nam, They were selected with the 

cr i ter ia of being knowledgeable in tobacco control  pol icy and measures of 
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the countr ies, in research methodology and being capable of putt ing 

agenda into pol icy. Other resource persons and observers were from 

Canada, Zimbabwe and Turkey. The three-day meeting culminated into the 

fol lowing conclusions:.  

 

1.  RESEARCH on the SUPPLY SIDE and ITS DETERMINANTS: Tobacco 

product ion, crop subst i tut ion,and ecosystem. 

For these the researchable issues are: 

1) studies of elast ici t ies of supply in each country,  e.g.;  

- what is the elast ici ty of  supply with respect to di f ferent determinants ?,  

- what is the t ime prof i le of  these supply elast ici t ies ?;  

2) comparat ive studies with respect to market ing, credit ,  insurance, 

guaranteed purchase for tobacco and al ternat ive crops, e.g.; 
- what is the status posit ion ?,  

- what changes are required for achieving tobacco control  ?; 
3) what is the nature of inter-dependencies between tobacco supply and 

health ?;  

4) country studies on negat ive non-neutral i t ies in pol icies Vis-a-Vis tobacco; 
5) studies of socio-economic prof i les of di f ferent sectors involved in 

tobacco, e.g.,  farmers, vendors, laborers,  and traders; 
6) studies to f ind out who are the shi f ters from tobacco supply,  e.g.,  create 

prof i les of those who shi f ted permanent ly or temporar i ly and then fel l  

back into the “tobacco trap”; 
7) studies of status posit ion regarding tobacco cropping in di f ferent 

countr ies. Does i t  involve single cropping, mixed cropping, 

complementary cropping, and other ?; 
8) studies of the al ternat ives for; 
-  tobacco specif ic input suppl iers,  tobacco farmers (  for both al ternat ive 

crops and al ternat ive opportuni t ies),  labor,  t raders, tobacco producers, and 

vendors. 
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2.  RESEARCH on THE DEMAND SIDE and ITS DETERMINANTS: 

EPIDEMIOLOGY and BEHAVIORAL ASPECTS, ADVERTISING and  

ENDORSEMENT, TRAFFICKING.  

For these, researchable issues are: 

1) periodic nat ional smoking surveys which includes age and reason of 

in i t iat ion, prevalence in di f ferent sex, age groups, region, types of 

tobacco products, and socio-economic prof i les of smokers; 

2) studies to f ind smoking -attr ibutable mortal i ty and morbidi ty in the 

populat ion; 

3) opinion survey of social  acceptabi l i ty of  smoking, var ious tobacco control  

measures, tobacco companies’  var ious tact ics of advert is ing and 

promotion; 

4) the var ious types of legal,  i l legal,  and circumvent ive tobacco advert is ing 

and promotion, including satel l i te and other cross border broadcast,  and 

how to curb or counter them; 

5) the var ious factors involved in cigarette smuggl ing, e.g. magnitude of the 

problem, revenue lost,  success or fai lure of suppression, and the role of 

tobacco companies. 

 

3.  RESEARCH on the ECONOMICS OF SUPPLY AND DEMAND :  TAXATION, 

SUBSIDIES, PRICING, MARKETING ARRANGEMENT IN DEVELOPING 

COUNTRIES 

For these the issues that should be studied are :  

1) studies of  tax harmonizat ion in relat ion to di f ferent rates of taxat ion 

appl ied across var ious products and countr ies, to the regional t rade 

agreements, and others; 

2) studies of elast ici ty issues, e.g. tax/pr ice/demand nexus, pr ice elast ici ty 

by subgroups(e.g. according to sex, age, and socioeconomic status),  

and cross elast ici ty;  

3) studies of the earmarked taxes – the existed one and the ways and 

means to establ ish this measure; 
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4) studies of subsidies, both by  government and industry and direct and 

indirect subsidies; 

5) studies of act iv i t ies of the government tobacco monopol ies and the 

mult inat ional corporat ions. 

 

4.  RESEARCH ON TOBACCO CONTROL PROGRAMS, HEALTH EDUCATION, 

BEHAVIORAL MODELS REGARDING SCHOOL CHILDREN,  

   ADOLESCENTS, WOMEN etc. 

The researchable issues are studies of :  

1) the most ef fect ive tobacco control  programs – general  as wel l  as for 

var ious forms of tobacco products;;  

2) the most ef fect ive media and educat ional mater ials that can be used in 

tobacco educat ion. 

3) appropriate way to integrate tobacco use with other subjects on behavior 

in  health promoting school program; 

4) Appropriate inclusion of tobacco control  content in the curr iculum of 

medical student,  in reproduct ive health educat ion for pregnant women, 

and others; 

5) The best ways to ut i l ize role models and community leaders,  e.g. 

teachers, doctors,  rel igious leaders, celebri t ies,  etc.  for ant i -smoking 

campaign; 

6) The most ef fect ive method of tobacco educat ion that can be carr ied out 

in di f ferent sett ings, e.g. educat ional inst i tut ions, workplace, mi l i tary and 

pol ice forces, and others; 

7) The most ef fect ive methods of tobacco educat ion that can be  carr ied out 

in people of di f ferent occupat ions, e.g. t ransport  dr ivers,  sex workers, 

vendors, f ishermen, women groups and others. 

 

5.  RESEARCH ON TOBACCO CONTROL POLICY, MULTIDISCIPLINARY and 

COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO OPTIMAL POLICY MIX 

Research issues are: 
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1) studies of the effect iveness of al l  factors involved in comprehensive 

tobacco control  programs; 

2) studies of  the empowerment of  women, decision makers, rel igious 

leaders in tobacco control  program; 

3) ident i fy the al ternat ive economy/ crops for farmers and dealers; 

4) determine the factors inf luencing smoking cessat ion and rehabi l i tat ion; 

5) regular assessment of the problem of tobacco use and trend of smoking 

– related diseases 

 

6.  MULTI-COUNTRY AND COMPARATIVE RESEARCH IN ASIA: EMERGING 

ISSUES 

Countr ies in this region may be net importer,  net exporter or sel f-suff ic ient.  

Types of products may vary, e.g. leaves, cigarettes, or others. Ownership 

can be publ ic or pr ivate, domest ic or mult inat ional.  

The emerging issues consists of;  

•  t rade environment,  

•  role of electronic media, especial ly satel l i te telecast,  

•  ‘denat ional izat ion’  of  the government monopol ies by the MNC, 

•  demographic and epidemiologic transi t ion, and 

•  environmental  destruct ion and hazards. 

Because of these emerging issues researches should be done to f ind out :  

1) crop subst i tut ion, both at micro and macro level ;  

2) tax harmonizat ion within the regional t rade block, e.g. AFTA (ASEAN Free 

Trade Area);  

3) the scope of tobacco advert is ing via electronic media, especial ly 

satel l i te telecast of  sports,  cul ture, and other events;  

4) pol i t ical  mapping of pol i t ic ians’  relat ionship with tobacco, especial ly the 

MNC, pol i t ical  commitment in tobacco control ,  ant i - tobacco groups, and 

others;  
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5) contr ibut ion of tobacco to the economy in terms of tax revenues, 

employment,  advert is ing revenues, donat ion to chari ty,  foreign exchange 

earning, and others; and  

6)  t rends in disease burden caused by smoking. 

 

In the f inal  session the part icipants discussed what should be the next step 

leading to the success of having researches that are valuable for pol icy in 

tobacco control  in countr ies of the region. 

The meeting agreed that a network should be developed. First ,  a meet ing of 

l ike-minded individuals would be set up. These people should agree that in 

each country  one inst i tut ion should take the lead and fund smal l  research 

grants or mult i -country projects.  
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